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Subject EPA-HQ-ORD-2012--27 

An Assessment of Potential Mining Impacts on Salmon Ecosystems of Bristol Bay, Alaska 

Docket ID: EPA-HQ-ORD-2012-0276 Agency: EPA 

This is in response to EPA's request for input on the draft scientific study of the Bristol Bay 
watershed and its natural resources. Although the scope of the assessment is focused on the 
potential large-scale mining risks to the Bristol Bay's salmon fishery, the State of Alaska 
Drinking Water Program, asks that the impact to the public drinking water sources within the 
Nushagak and K vichak River Watersheds be taken into consideration as well. The public health 
protection of the residents of the area is equally important, if not more important than the 
environmental impact to the Bristol Bay watershed. 

A list of the 51 Public Drinking Water Sources identified within the Nushagak and Kvichak 
River Watersheds is provided as an attachment to this comment. Of the 51 Public Water 
Systems (PWS), 4 draw from surface water, 3 have groundwater under the direct influence of 
surface water sources, and 44 have a groundwater sources. Maps showing the location of these 
sources as well as its corresponding Drinking Water Protection Areas are being provided as 
attachments. 

Respectfully, 

Chris Miller 

Coordinator 

Drinking Water Protection 

State of Alaska 
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ti Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
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